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Playing Out and Everyday Relationships

• What do parents hope for as they create playful spaces on their 
streets?

• What is important about play? 

• Does play create a potential space, following Donald Winnicott, for 
the creation of transformed everyday relationships?

• A small-scale, qualitative, (auto)ethnographic and participatory 
project, developed with the existing North Tyneside street play 
organisers
• Questionnaires (local and national), interviews with seven street activators in 

North Tyneside, participant observation, running my own street play 
sessions, and organising PlayMeetStreet North Tyneside



Winnicott and Potential Space

“an inviting and safe 
interpersonal field in which 
one can be spontaneously 
playful while at the same 
time connected to others” 
(Casement, 1985, 162)





Hanging Out in Loose Spaces

“Oh, it feels lovely, it feels wide, I 
mean that’s the first thing we all 
noticed the first time we did it, 
was how wide the street was …
it’s quite a big space, normally it 
feels quite cramped and 
restrictive and dangerous. So, 
yeah, I think the feeling of space 
was the first thing” (Carol)



Knowing Your Neighbours



Crossing Boundaries



Imagined Futures



Imagined Futures

“So we’ve been in this huge 
dilemma of, do we stay or do we 
move, do we extend, do we just 
buy a house and get a bigger 
bedroom, err bigger, more 
bedrooms and things but, errm, 
it’s the neighbours and it’s the 
area and you just think well 
actually it’s so important, erm, so 
we’ll look at some point we’ll 
probably end up doing an 
extension so we can stay and so 
we can be here…” (Amy)
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