
Learning Approach







General topic: human being and 
technological change

My 
expertise: 

conceptual 
knowledge

Your own 
research

Your 
experise: 
what you

know.

Discussion Learning

Your interests: 
music, film, 

morality, 
property, sports, 

education

Written 
blog

Podcast

Video

Cartoon

Interview

Your 
production 

&  knowledge



Why are we doing this?
• Knowledge objectives:

• to familiarize students with a selection of theories 
known as posthumanism

• to demonstrate how these theories intersect and 
augment students' own disciplinary knowledge

• to demonstrate the application of conceptual 
thinking to pertinent issues and topics

• to analyse the axiomatic presuppositions of 
accepted theoretical positions.

• Skill objectives:
• to develop critical thinking in relation to putative 

explanations in the human, cultural and social 
sciences

• to foster confidence in reading difficult text, group 
discussions and talking conceptually

• to guide students in techniques in independent 
research and personal learning



An example...



Working example: 
Horror films

Why am I personally 
interested in horror 

films?

I used to like horror 
films but find them 

difficult to watch 
now

We prohibit 
certain 

people from  
watching 

them

My wife 
disapproves of me 

watching them

They involve 
negative 

feelings but I 
watch them 
for pleasure

IMPORTANT: 
What is of 
interest to 

others?
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Philosophical questions

● Can taste be rational? Is “you ought not to watch Audition” 
meaningful?

● Can aesthetic images harm/be dangerous?
● Can one take pleasure from negative emotions?
● Can an agent like and dislike something at the same time?

Concepts and thinkers

● Hume/Hobbes/Smith on taste
● Plato & moral education
● Paradox of horror
● Freud and the unity of the 

subject 

Empirical questions
• What are the feelings horror films elicit?
• Why is my disapproval of romantic comedies with Sandra 

Bullock seemingly different in kind from  my wife’s 
disapproval of horror films?

• What is the basis of the age rating? Is it different from 
substances? Entitlements and rights?

• Can aesthetic images be dangerous?
• How popular are horror films? Is there cultural and 

historical change? What were/are an ancient world, 
medieval, Japanese  equivalent to horror?



Working Example

Intuition: people enjoy being scared, feeling anxious and if we assume that 
these are con-attitudes in a singular subject, then we have a paradox (I both 
enjoy and don’t enjoy) but what if the assumption of ‘I’ being one is wrong?

• The paradox of horror
• Nature of desires/preferences (taste)
• Freudian distinction between id and ego
• Ideas of singular versus plural subject

Territory: 
Horror

Object: 
Audition

Thinkers:

Hume, Freud, Deleuze

Concepts: ego, id, self, desire, taste, paradox of horror,taste
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CLAIM

The paradox of horror is based on the idea of a coherent and 

singular self, a unity, ruled by a rational ego. (Freud/Hume?) 

This is a distortion of human nature. Horror films reveal this. I 

am a plurality not a unity. (Deleuze?)

Territory: 
Horror

Object: 
Audition

Thinkers:
Hume, Freud, Deleuze

Concepts: ego, id, self, desire, taste, paradox of horror,taste

TITLE:

Being one with horror: how viewing horror films 
relates to ideas of selfhood.


	Slide 1: Learning Approach
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4: General topic: human being and technological change
	Slide 5: Why are we doing this?
	Slide 6: An example...
	Slide 7: Working example: Horror films
	Slide 8: Working example
	Slide 9: Working Example
	Slide 10: Working Example

