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EU and International Research Funding Newsletter
Welcome!  In this edition there is information on:


ERC Advanced Grant 2019 (EU)
Marie Sklodowska-Curie Individual Fellowships 2019 (EU)
Draft H2020 Work Programmes: NEW! all  Societal Challenge draft
programmes pre-published.  Also available are NMBP, Space and ICT  (EU) 
Joint Programming Initiative on Cultural Heritage (JPICH) call on
Conservation, Protection and Use (EU) 
Open Research Area (ORA) for Social Sciences 2019 (multinational)   
Life-saving or life improving innovations in conflict zones (Grand Challenges /
multinational)
Impact of AI on Society and the Economy (FIC / AHRC, ESRC)
Pre-announcement of Joint BBSRC-NERC GCRF Sustainable Enhancement
of Agriculture and Aquaculture Production Translation Call (GCRF)  
Newton Fund opportunities for Institutional and Researcher Links (Newton)
Global Challenges Academy Rapid Response Funds for project
development (internal)   
John Templeton Foundation: interdisciplinary US-based Foundation
(charitable)
NEW! Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, Grand Challenges
Exploration (charitable) 
Opportunity to influence the DFID research agenda
Events: including Global Challenges Summit 2019 and Data Management for
AHRC, ESRC and H2020 
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NUTSHELL NOTE 
MARIE SKŁODOWSKA CURIE ACTIONS INDIVIDUAL FELLOWSHIPS (IF)  



MCF-IF-2019 



 



OBJECTIVE 
To enhance the creative and innovative potential of Experienced Researchers (see criteria below) who wish to diversify 
their competence by acquiring new skills through advanced training and international and inter-sectoral mobility.  



Individual Fellowships provide opportunities to acquire and transfer new knowledge and to work on research and 
innovation in a European context, either within or outside Europe. The scheme also supports the return and 
reintegration of researchers who have previously worked in Europe (including researchers displaced by conflict outside 
of Europe) and helps restart the careers of promising researchers. 
 



SCOPE 



Support is for individual, trans-national fellowships awarded to the best or most promising researchers for employment 
in an EU Member States or Associated Country (“Europe”), based on an application made jointly by the researcher and 
host organisation in the academic or non-academic sectors.  Only one application per researcher will be evaluated. 
There are two main types of fellowship: European Fellowship and Global Fellowship. 



1. European Fellowships (EF) 



European Fellowships take place in Europe, are 12-24 months in duration and are open to researchers either coming to 
Europe or moving within Europe. The researcher must comply with the rules of mobility (see next page) in the country 
where the European Fellowship is held. There are evaluated as follows in: 



 Standard European Fellowship – 8 Panels (Chemistry; Social Sciences & Humanities; Economic Sciences; 
Information Science and Engineering; Environmental & Geosciences; Life Sciences; Mathematics; Physics). 



 Career Restart Panel 
Support for 12-36 months to individuals to resume research in Europe after a career break, e.g. after parental 
leave or recent migration, is provided via a single Career Restart (CAR) Panel. Researchers must not have been 
active in research for at least 12 continuous months within the 18 months immediately prior to the deadline. 



 Reintegration Panel 
Direct return and reintegration of researchers from a third country into a long term research position in Europe, 
including in their country of origin, is provided via a single multi-disciplinary Reintegration (RI) Panel.  



 Society and Enterprise Panel 
Researchers who wish to work on research and innovation projects in the non-academic sector can apply to a 
single multi-disciplinary Society and Enterprise (SE) Panel. The objective is to facilitate career moves between the 
academic and non-academic sectors, to stimulate innovation and to open attractive career opportunities for 
researchers outside academia. 



2. Global Fellowships (GF) 



Global Fellowships start with a secondment to a partner organisation outside Europe for 12-24 months, followed by a 
mandatory 12 month return period in a European host organisation. The researcher must comply with the rules of 
mobility (see below) in the country where the Global Fellowship secondment takes place, not in the country of the 
return phase.  



3. Widening Fellowships (WF)  



This fellowship is part of H2020’s Spreading Excellence and Widening Participation strategy to ensure that the benefits 
of an innovation-led economy are maximised and widely distributed across all of Europe. Researchers of any nationality 
can apply to be supported where they undertake their fellowship at a host organisation that is located in an eligible 
Widening Country. These include: Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Malta, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia. Proposals are submitted through the relevant 
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panels and should it fail to reach an adequate place in the ranking to be funded in regular MSCA-IF calls they will be 
automatically resubmitted to this call. Applicants who don’t want to be considered for this can opt out at the application 
stage. Proposal must continue to fulfil the eligibility conditions of the MSCA-IF calls and pass the thresholds for that call. 



Secondments and short visits 
In both EFs and GFs, researchers may opt to include a secondment phase, within Europe only, within the overall 
duration of their fellowship. For certain fields of research, secondments to the non-academic sector may increase the 
impact of the proposal. For a fellowship of 18 months or less, the secondment phase may last up to three months. For a 
fellowship of more than 18 months, the secondment phase may last up to six months. The secondment phase can be a 
single period or be divided into shorter mobility periods and should add significant impact to the fellowship. Short visits 
should be distinguished from secondments and are suited for purposes such as field work. In a GF an initial secondment 
can take place at the start of the fellowship for a maximum of 3 months at either the beneficiary or partner organisation 
in Europe before moving on to a partner organisation in a third country. These 3 months would count as part of the 12-
24 months secondment allowance meaning the maximum time they could spend in the third country would be 9-21 
months. 



A Career Development Plan 
In addition to the research or innovation objectives, this plan comprises of the researchers’ training and career needs, 
teaching planning for publications and participation in conferences. 
 



ELIGIBLE RESEARCHERS  
On the date of the deadline, Experienced Researchers must (i) have at least four years full-time equivalent research 
experience, which can include doctoral studies (ii) and/or be in possession of a doctoral degree.  
For European Fellowships, researchers can be of any nationality. Global Fellowships and the Reintegration Panel are only 
open to nationals or long term residents of EU Member States and Associated Countries. Long term residence means a 
period of full time research activity of at least 5 consecutive years. Researchers who are refugees in a Member State or 
Horizon 2020 Associated Country according to the Geneva Convention may also apply to the Reintegration Panel, 
irrespective of whether they are long-term residents or not, if they fulfil the other eligibility conditions 



 
MOBILITY RULES  



At the date of the deadline, researchers must not have resided or carried out their main activity (work, studies, etc) in the 
country of the host organisation for more than 12 months in the preceding 3 years. Compulsory national service and/or 
short stays such as holidays are not taken into account. 



In the Career Restart Panel, Reintegration Panel, and Society and Enterprise Panel the researchers must not have resided 
or carried out their main activity in the country of their host organisation for more than 3 years in the 5 years immediately 
prior to the deadline. Researchers applying to Reintegration Panel must move or have moved from a Third Country directly 
to the country of the European host organisation. 



 
EXPECTED IMPACT 
• At researcher level: Increased set of research-related and transferable skills, leading to improved employability both 



in and outside academia; Increase in higher impact R&I output, more knowledge/ideas converted into 
products/services; Greater contribution to knowledge-based economy and society  



• At organisation level: Enhanced cooperation and stronger networks; Better transfer of knowledge between sectors 
and disciplines; Boosting of R&I capacity among participating organisations 



 At system level: Increasing international, interdisciplinary and inter-sectoral mobility of researchers in Europe; 
Strengthening Europe’s ‘human capital’ base in R&I with more entrepreneurial researchers; Better communication of 
R&I results to society; Increasing attractiveness of Europe as destination for R&I; Better quality R&I contributing to 
Europe’s competitiveness and growth.  



EU CONTRIBUTION 
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Researcher unit cost per month Institutional unit cost per month 
Living allowance (apply 
country coefficient*) 



Mobility Allowance (to cover 
relocation, travel expenses) 



Family allowance 
 



Research, training and 
networking  



Management and 
indirect costs 



€4880 €600  €500  €800  €650  



 
NB Living allowance includes all compulsory deductions under national legislation. 
*Example country coefficients: UK = 139.8%; Germany = 97%; France = 115.7%; Brazil = 97.9%; US = 99.1% 



EVALUATION CRITERIA (each criterion marked 0 to 5) 



 



SUCCESS RATE AND CALL FOR PROPOSALS  
 Success rates in 2018 varied between 11% and 22% depending on the panel.   



 The 2019 call budget has increased to €294m (2018: €273m; 2017: €249m). Of this amount, €50m (2018: €45m, 
2017: €34m) is allocated to Global Fellowships, and €8m to Society and Enterprise Fellowships (2018: €8m, 2017: 
€10m) with the remainder €236m (2018: €220m, 2017: €205m) allocated to the Standard, Reintegration and Career 
Restart Fellowships  



 The deadline is 11th September 2019, 16:00 UK time.  The call has been published at MCF-IF-2019 



 
HORIZON 2020 SUPPORT FUND 
Horizon 2020 Support Fund – we are offering financial support (normally up to £350) to any potential fellows to travel to 
Newcastle and spend a bit of time working up the proposal with the Newcastle supervisor. We’d normally expect this to 
be matched by other sources (internal or external).  You may be able to use an UKRO room in Brussels free of charge.  
 



IN-HOUSE BRIEFING: provisionally June 13th, details tbc.  Please see newsletter for updates.  



EXCELLENCE 



Weighting: 50%, Priority: 1  



IMPACT 



Weighting: 30%,  Priority: 2 



IMPLEMENTATION 



Weighting: 20%,  Priority: 3 



Quality and credibility of the 
research/ innovation project; level 
of novelty, appropriate 
consideration of inter/ 
multidisciplinary and gender aspects 



Enhancing the potential and future 
career prospects of the researcher 
after the fellowship 



Coherence and effectiveness of the 
work plan, including 
appropriateness of the allocation of 
tasks and resources 



Quality and appropriateness of the 
training and of the two way transfer 
of knowledge between the 
researcher and the host  



Quality of the proposed measures 
to exploit and disseminate the 
project results 



Appropriateness of the 
management structure and 
procedures, including risk 
management 



Quality of the supervision and of 
the integration in the 
team/institution 



Quality of the proposed measures 
to communicate the project 
activities to different target 
audiences 



Appropriateness of the institutional 
environment (infrastructure) 



Potential of the researcher to reach 
or re-enforce a position of 
professional maturity/independence 
during the fellowship 



  



Overall threshold 70%  (low-mid 90% score usually needed for funding) 
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European Research Council (ERC) 
Advanced Grants (ERC-2019-AdG) 



 
   The fundamental activity of the ERC is to provide attractive, long-term funding to support excellent 



investigators and their research teams to pursue groundbreaking, high-gain/high-risk research. 
Research funded by the ERC is expected to lead to advances at the frontiers of knowledge and to set a 
clear and inspirational target for frontier research across Europe. 



 The ERC Advanced Grant 2019 call is open and has a deadline of 29 August 2019.  
 ERC AdG 2019 Call website, call documentation: Work Programme and Information for Applicants 



Objectives  
ERC AdGs are designed to support excellent Principal Investigators (PIs) at the career stage at which they 
are already established research leaders with a recognised track record of research achievements. Applicant 
PIs must demonstrate the ground-breaking nature, ambition and feasibility of their scientific proposal.   



Eligible scientific fields  
• Applications can be made in any field of research: the ERC's frontier research grants operate on a 



'bottom-up' basis without predetermined priorities. 
• The ERC puts particular emphasis on the frontiers of science, scholarship and engineering. In particular, 



it encourages proposals of a multi- or interdisciplinary nature which cross the boundaries between 
different fields of research, pioneering proposals addressing new and emerging fields of research or 
proposals introducing unconventional, innovative approaches and scientific inventions.  



Profile of applicants (and their team)  
• The applicant Principal Investigator (PI) may be of any nationality, any age and may reside anywhere in 



the world at the time of application, providing s/he carries out the research project at a Host Institution in 
an EU Member State or Associated Country. (This does not exclude fieldwork/other research activities 
outside Europe necessary to conduct the project). Applications from PIs currently residing outside Europe 
are particularly encouraged.  



• PIs are expected to be active researchers with a track record of significant research achievements in the 
last 10 years (may be extended for maternity, paternity, long term illness of self or family, clinical 
qualifications or national service:– see Work Programme for exact eligibility).   



• PIs must be able to commit at least 30% of their working time to the ERC project and spend at least 50% 
of their total working time in an EU member State or Associated Country (the level of commitment will be 
assessed).  



• The ERC will support the PI’s team members, the composition of the team is flexible and team members 
may be located in another institution, including those located outside the EU, if duly justified.  



• The focus is firmly on the PI and her/his individual team. Traditional networks or consortia applications 
should not be submitted to the ERC.  



Funding 
Grants will be a maximum of €2.5million for a period of up to 5 years (pro-rata shorter). An additional €1.0 
million may be requested for eligible “start-up” costs if the PI is moving to Europe as a consequence of 
receiving the ERC grant, for the purchase of major equipment or for access to large facilities. The 
reimbursement rates are 100% for direct costs plus a flat rate of 25% of direct costs (excluding subcontracting 
and some third party contributions) towards indirect costs. 



Restrictions on applications 
• A researcher may participate as Principal Investigator in only one ERC frontier research project at any 



one time 
• A researcher participating as Principal Investigator in an ERC frontier research project may not submit a 



proposal for another ERC frontier research grant, unless the existing project ends no more than two 
years after the call deadline 



• A Principal Investigator who is a serving Panel Member for a 2019 ERC call or who served as a Panel 
Member for a 2017 ERC call may not apply to a 2019 ERC call for the same type of grant 



• A Principal Investigator may submit proposals to different ERC frontier research grant calls published 
under the same Work Programme, but only the first eligible proposal will be evaluated. 





mailto:dajana.dzanovic@ncl.ac.uk


mailto:vicoria.bainbridge@ncl.ac.uk


https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/erc-2019-adg


https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/erc-2019-adg;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502;programCode=H2020;programDivisionCode=31047825;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=Default;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState


https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/erc-2019-adg


http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/wp/2018-2020/erc/h2020-wp19-erc_en.pdf


http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/guides_for_applicants/h2020-guide19-erc-adg_en.pdf


http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/wp/2018-2020/erc/h2020-wp19-erc_en.pdf








                                                                                                                           
 



2 
Further information dajana.dzanovic@ncl.ac.uk and vicoria.bainbridge@ncl.ac.uk 



European Research Council (ERC) 
Advanced Grants (ERC-2019-AdG) 



 
  Proposal structure (B1 only is read at Stage 1 of evaluation; page limits are strictly applied): 



• Admin (Part A including: Budget/Resources and Ethics): completed online (NB the Resources 
section no longer features in Part B2), please grant your research support access to your online proposal 



• Part B1: Extended synopsis of the scientific proposal (5 pages); CV (2 pages); Appendix: Funding ID (no 
page limits); 10 years track record (2 pages) 



• Part B2: Scientific proposal (15 pages): Section a. State-of-the-art and objectives; Section b. 
Methodology 



• Additional documents:  
o Host institution binding Statement of Support (mandatory) which has to be signed by the PVC 



RS&R. The letter will be prepared for you by Grants and Contracts: University Research Office 
(HaSS and SAgE) or Joint Research Office (FMS), to enable this, applicants must inform them of 
PI name, proposal title name and proposal acronym by 12 Aug 2019 (G&C notice period applies).    



o Ethics self-assessment (if applicable).  



Evaluation criteria  
1. Research project – groundbreaking nature, ambition and feasibility 
Ground-breaking nature and potential impact of the research project 
• To what extent does the proposed research address important challenges?  
• To what extent are the objectives ambitious and beyond the state of the art (e.g. novel concepts and 



approaches or development between or across disciplines)?  
• To what extent is the proposed research high risk/high gain (i.e. if successful the payoffs will be very 



significant, but there is a higher-than-normal risk that the research project does not entirely fulfil its 
aims)? 



Scientific approach 
• To what extent is the outlined scientific approach feasible bearing in mind the extent that the proposed 



research is high risk/high gain (based on the Extended Synopsis)?  
• To what extent are the proposed research methodology and working arrangements appropriate to 



achieve the goals of the project (based on the full Scientific Proposal)?  
• To what extent does the proposal involve the development of novel methodology (based on the full 



Scientific Proposal)?  
• To what extent are the proposed timescales, resources and PI commitment adequate and properly 



justified (based on the full Scientific Proposal)? 



2. Principal Investigator  
Intellectual capacity and creativity 
• To what extent has the PI demonstrated the ability to conduct ground-breaking research?  
• To what extent does the PI has/have the required scientific expertise and capacity to successfully 



execute the project?  
• To what extent has the PI demonstrated sound leadership in the training and advancement of young 



scientists? 



Statistics  



ERC AdG 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 
Proposals submitted 2287 1953 2404 2166 2052  
Budget €450m €630m €540m €567m €450m €391m 
Projects funded 192 277 231 269 222  
Success rate 8.4% 14.2% 9.7% 12% 10.8%  
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ERC Advanced Grants Open for Application
Europe's most prestigious research award scheme is now open.  ERC Advanced
Grants invite applications for blue skies, high-risk high-reward research by
researchers with a track record of significant achievements for at least the last ten
years.   Think big, think slightly crazy and clarify your ultimate research aim. 


A Nutshell Note with a summary of the programme is attached. 


Deadline is 29th August.


For more information please see here. 


If you have any questions on the implications to this scheme of Brexit, please contact
Dajana.Dzanovic@ncl.ac.uk / +44 191 208 5373.


 
Marie Sklodowska-Curie Individual Fellowships 2019 
Provides opportunities to work on research within Europe or outside Europe.  


European Fellowships take place in host institutions in EU Member States or
Associated Countries and are open to researchers either coming to Europe or
moving within Europe
Global Fellowships are based on a secondment to a host institution in a
country outside Europe followed by a mandatory return period to a European
host institution.


A Nutshell Note with a summary of the programme is attached. 


Deadline for applications is 11th September 2019. 


For more information please see here: MSCA-IF-2019


If you have any questions on the implications to this scheme of Brexit, please contact
Dajana.Dzanovic@ncl.ac.uk / +44 191 208 5373.
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Horizon 2020 Draft Work Programmes for 2020
Draft Work Prorgrammes have been confidentially made available for: 


Societal Challenge 1: Health, Demographic Change and Wellbeing
Societal Challenge 2: Food Security, Sustainable Agriculture and Forestry,
Marine, Maritime and Inland Water Research and the Bioeconomy  
Societal Challenge 3: Secure, Clean and Efficient Energy
Societal Challenge 4: Smart, Green and Integrated Transport
Societal Challenge 5 : Climate Action, environment, Resource efficiency and
raw materials
Societal Challenge 6:  Europe in a changing world - inclusive, innovative and
reflective societies
Societal Challenge 7:  Secure societies – Protecting freedom and security of
Europe and its citizens


 


Spreading Excellence and Widening Participation
Research Infrastructures
Nanotechnologies, Advanced Materials, Biotechnology and Advanced
Manufacturing and Processing (NMBP) draft work programme pre-published 
ICT Work Programme Pre-Published
Space Work Programme Pre-Published 


Please contact Dajana.Dzanovic@ncl.ac.uk / Victoria.Bainbridge@ncl.ac.uk. if you
are interested in any of these programmes.


Joint Programming Initiative on Cultural Heritage (JPICH) Launches
Call on Conservation, Protection and Use
The JPICH Call on Conservation, Protection and Use aims to enable the emergence
of new research-based frameworks that incorporate knowledge, concepts and values
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to help manage the ongoing and interlaced changes that affect cultural heritage in
relation to its physical and social environment. The Call addresses four broad topics
which are essential to understanding change and how to manage it:


1. Analysing and modelling change
2. Developing sustainable protection and enhancement of values
3. Management of cultural heritage at risk
4. Layered protection and conservation


Project consortium must include min. 3 and max. 5 of the following countries: 
Belarus, Cyprus, Czech Republic, France, Italy,
Latvia, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Spain, The Netherlands, The United Kingdom 


Call deadline is September 3rd. 
More information is available here. 
 


Open Research Area (ORA) for Social Sciences 2019


Projects working with at least 3 of the 4 participating countries: France, Germany,
UK, Canada. 


A special opportunity also exists for collaboration with Japanese partners through
JSPS.  For details please see the Japanese call.


All areas of research welcome but check the priorities of the relevant national
agencies. 


Outline and full proposal deadline 11th September 2019, 16.00. 


ESRC is running a webinar for potential applicants on 3rd July, 10.00 and 15.00. 
You are strongly encouraged to participate.  To register please
email oraqueries@esrc.ukri.org stating your preference for morning or afternoon.  


For more information see here or contact victoria.bainbrige@ncl.ac.uk
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Life-saving or Life-improving Innovations in Conflict Zones: A Humanitarian
Grand Challenge


Creating Hope in Conflict - A Humanitarian Grand Challenge is administered by
Grand Challenges Canada and seeks life-saving or life-improving innovations to help
the most vulnerable and hard to reach people impacted by humanitarian crises
caused by conflict.


Priority areas are: safe water and sanitation, energy, life-saving information,
healthcare products and services. 


Seed funding of ~ £150,000 and Transition to Scale (TTS) funding of ~£590,000 is
available.


Private sector involvement is encouraged for seed funding and a requirement of TTS
funds. Match funding is expected for TTS. 


Call deadline: Tuesday 16th July, 11am, ET


For more information please see: https://humanitariangrandchallenge.org/
 


Impact of AI on Society and the Economy


The Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC), Arts and Humanities Research
Council (AHRC) and the Research Institute of Science and Technology for Society
(RISTEX) of Japan Science and Technology Agency (JST), are pleased to announce
a joint call for proposals exploring the impact of Artificial Intelligence (AI)
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technologies on society and the economy. The call is now open and the deadline for
applications is 17 July 2019. Successful awards will be announced in November
2019 and will be expected to begin in January 2020.


The call aims to foster collaboration between UK and Japanese social science, arts
and humanities research around the theme of Artificial Intelligence and its impact
on society.  Thematic areas for the call are listed below and further details are
available in the call specification:


·         Impacts on humans and society


·         Economic implications, skills, work and education


·         Transparency, responsibility, governance and ethics


The total UK budget for this call is £2 million. UK applicants may request between
£360,000-£500,000 (100% fEC) per project. The total Japanese budget for this call is
¥180m. Japanese applicants may request up to ¥30m per project. Together they
expect to fund between five and seven joint proposals for a period of three years. 
Please note that proposals will be funded under this call subject to the UK funding
being secured from the Fund for International Collaboration.


You might benefit from considering our Renkei partners. 


For more information please contact Dajana Dzanovic
on Dajana.Dzanovic@ncl.ac.uk. 


If you're interested in this call you might also be interested in the First European
Artificial Intelligence Alliance Assembly. 


 
Pre-announcement: Joint BBSRC-NERC GCRF Sustainable
Enhancement of Agriculture and Aquaculture Production Translation
Call
BBSRC and the Natural Environment Research Council (NERC) will launch a joint
call to support the translation of research, to address challenges related to the
sustainable enhancement of agriculture and aquaculture in Low and Middle Income
Countries (LMICs) on the Development Assistance Committee (DAC) list.
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Projects to address current food security development and environmental challenges
related to food production.  


Project value will be around £280,000 and last up to 24 months.  This call will
support the translation of existing research/tools/knowledge, and will not fund new
research.


BBSRC intends to provide full details and open the call for proposals on 9 July 2019.
Until the call is launched, those interested in the initiative are strongly
encouraged to contact BBSRCGCRFTranslation@bbsrc.ukri.org


For more information please see here. 


Newton Fund opportunities for Institutional and Researcher Links


The British Council Newton Fund Institutional Links and Researcher Links Calls are
now out. Both have a deadline of 9 August 2019.


Institutional Links provides grants of between £50k-£300k (depending on country
and focus) for the development of research and innovation collaborations between
the UK and partner countries.


Researcher Links provides funding for leading researchers (one from the UK and
one from the partner country) to bring together early-career researchers from the UK
and a partner country to make international connections that can improve the quality
of their research.


Both of these schemes are part of the Newton Fund and as such must aim primarily
to promote the economic development and social welfare of the partner country or a
third low or middle income country to satisfy ODA criteria.
 
At time of going to print the following countries are covered by these schemes:
 
Institutional Links – Brazil, Egypt, Indonesia and Thailand (Coming soon – Colombia,
Mexico, Philippines and Turkey)
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Researcher Links – Brazil and Jordan (Coming Soon – China, India, Philippines)


Check the website for updates and country specific information -
https://www.britishcouncil.org/education/science/current-opportunities/newton-fund-
institutional-links and https://www.britishcouncil.org/education/science/current-
opportunities/newton-fund-researcher-links-workshops.


Call Deadline: 9th August 2019. 
 


DFID Seeking Members for Science Advisory Group
The Department for International Development (DFID) leads the UK’s work to end
extreme poverty and to help to save lives when humanitarian emergencies hit. 


DFID is recruiting new Members and a Chair for its Science Advisory Group (SAG),
to provide independent and impartial strategic advice on departmental science and
research policy and programmes for a period of up to 3 years.


They are recruiting across all priority science and research areas: Health;
Agriculture; Climate, Water, Energy; Growth; Humanitarian; Education; Governance,
Conflict and Social Development; and Data for Development.


The SAG reports to DFID’s Chief Scientific Adviser and meets 3 times a year.  The
current SAG consists of 11 senior academics chaired by Professor Sir Ian Diamond.


The successful candidates will be senior academic leaders (Professorial level), with
expertise in national and/or international level research management and a
demonstrable understanding of the impact of science and research for delivering the
UK’s international development objectives. 


Information on the full post description, the application process, and other relevant
matters are on the DFID external website here. 


CLOSING DATE: 5 p.m. (UK time) on 15th July 2019. 
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Global Challenges Academy Rapid Response Funds
Newcastle University's Global Challenges Academy can provide agile, quick
turnaround funding to support research-related activity directly benefiting DAC list
countries.


To be eligible your proposed activity must  directly and primarily promote the
economic development and social welfare of partner countries on the DAC list.


Activity will need to align to at least one United Nations Sustainable Development
Goal (UNSDG). Applicants are encouraged to discuss/co-create their ideas with their
international partners ahead of submission.


Examples of eligible activity include:
• International networking and partnership building activity, addressing specific global
challenges, which will lead to GCRF or Newton style funding proposals
• Preliminary data collection, pilot projects or other preparatory work needed ahead
of making a external research funding application
• Activity as a response to an urgent research need in a DAC list country or a critical
policy moment in a sustainable development related area
• Activity that builds on previous ODA research and might add impact (social,
economic or academic capacity) or extend benefits to further geographic
regions/demographic groups


There is no minimum application value, but it is expected that requests will not
usually exceed £2k.


If you would like to discuss an application prior to submission, please contact Dr
Elisa Lawson Research Funding Development Manager and Co-Director of Global
Challenges Academy


Application form. This scheme operates with no deadlines. Submit a request at any
time and decisions will be made within 5 working days. Awarded funds must be
spent within 3 months of the decision notification. There is no limit on the number of
applications which can be submitted for the same project/relationship but its
expected only one will be active at any time. Short reports will be requested 1 month
after completion.
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John Templeton Foundation, deadline 16th August
The John Templeton Foundation is one of the new funders that our team will be
focussing on in the forthcoming year. 
Their funding areas are:


Science and the Big Questions
Character Virtue Development
Individual Freedom and Free Markets
Exceptional Cognitive Talent and Genius
Genetics
Voluntary Family Planning


Projects will generally last 3 years and you can apply to the Small Grant (up to
$234,800) or Large Grant programme. 
You must have co-funding for your proposal. 


After registration, the application process is via initial Online Funding Inquiry (OFI),
after which you may be invited to submit a full proposal. 


The next OFI deadline is August 16th.  


As this is new for all of us, please take some time to explore the Foundation's
funding areas, strategic priorities and the kinds of proposals they fund.


If you have an idea for a proposal, please get in touch with
Dajana.Dzanovic@ncl.ac.uk or Victoria.Bainbridge@ncl.ac.uk
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Grand Challenges Explorations (GCE) is an initiative that awards initial grants of
USD$100,000, and successful projects are eligible to receive follow-on funding of up
to USD$1 million. Proposals are solicited twice a year for an expanding set of global
health and development topics. Applications are only two pages, and no preliminary
data is required. Applicants can be at any experience level; in any discipline; and
from any organization, including colleges and universities, government laboratories,
research institutions, non-profit organizations and for-profit companies. The next
application round for GCE will open in September 2019.
 
As this is new for most of us, please take some time to explore the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation and the types of challenges that they fund. 


If you have an idea for a proposal, please get in touch with
Dajana.Dzanovic@ncl.ac.uk / Elisa.Lawson@ncl.ac.uk /
Victoria.Bainbridge@ncl.ac.uk.


Data Management Plans for
H2020, AHRC and ESRC


Time:  12 – 1 pm


Date: Wednesday 26th June
Location: Devonshire, G. 20
(The booking is being run through OD's
new LMS and this requires a cost
centre to be included as part of the
booking process.)


More information and booking is
available here.


  H2020 Information Days


Societal Challenge 1 Info Day


 


Global Challenges Summit
2019: 9th July, EOIs open
The Global Challenges Academy is
proud to bring you a day-long bonanza
of innovation, creativity and outstanding
research for international
development.  To express your interest
in attending, including optional pecha-
kucha, please click
here: https://forms.ncl.ac.uk/view.php?
id=4951790
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and Health Partnering Day
2019 – 3-4 July 2019 in
Brussels.  registration open
here. (NB you will be directed to
register with the portal first). 
Societal Challenge 2 Info Day
2020 and brokerage event – 3-4
July 2019 in Brussels;
ICT Proposers' Day 2019 – 19-20
September 2019 in Helsinki
(Save the Date).


 
ERA-Net SusAn Early Career
Researcher Workshop 2019
The European Research Area Network
on Sustainable Animal Production
(ERA-NET SusAn) will be holding a
workshop for early career researchers
on the topic of 'European Animal
Production: Envisioning the Future', in
Rennes, France, 23-25 September
2019.


A Call for applications to participate in
the workshop will be launched on 29
April 2019


European Big Data Value
Forum (EBDVF) 2019
EBDVF is the main event of the
European Big Data and Data-Driven AI
Research and Innovation community. 
It will take place on 14-16 October in
Helsinki, Finland


UK and EU Programmes Update
The Treasury has announced that UK organisations that secure funding through EU programmes, between now


and the end of 2020, will be underwritten by the UK government. Read the full statement here.
If anyone requires any further information please contact Dajana.Dzanovic


 
Subscribe to this Newsletter 


The EU & International Research Funding Development Team hold a small in-house budget (H2020 Support Fund)
which can be used to support attendance at funding events. Please contact Dajana Dzanovic for further information
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