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Inclusive Learning and Accessibility

• What is inclusive learning?
• An approach that recognises the diversity of students, enabling 

all students to access course content, fully participate in learning 
activities and demonstrate their knowledge and strengths at 
assessment (‘Inclusive Teaching and Learning in HE as a route to 
excellence report’, 2017)

• What is accessibility?
• designing systems to optimise access; in education this includes 

digital content, teaching and learning activities and assessments 
(Jisc, 2015)



Background

• Legislation
• Equality Act 2010
• Public Sector Bodies (Websites and Mobile Applications) 

Accessibility Regulations 2018

• Sector initiatives
• Disabled Students Sector Leadership Group report 2017
• Teaching Excellence Framework

• University 
• Vision Strategy 



Focus

• Who are we designing materials for?
• Diverse student body – all of whom can benefit from 

accessibility and inclusive approaches

• How to create accessible content?
• Additions/Adaptations
• Ease of incorporation
• Support available



Activity 1: The Tortoise and the Hare

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

View original text

http://ru.wikifur.com/wiki/%D0%97%D0%B0%D1%8F%D1%86_%D0%B8_%D1%87%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%BF%D0%B0%D1%85%D0%B0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://newcastle.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/3PsAccessibility/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BE305A72B-1311-4BD2-9991-F59C3EDFAF91%7D&file=Tortoise%20and%20Hare%20-%20unchanged.doc&action=default&mobileredirect=true


Digital



Activity 2: Spot the mistakes

1. Save the word document at http://bit.ly/ltconf1b
to your PC

2. Open the document and examine it with your partner

3. Make a note of any accessibility challenges and explain why 
these are important

http://bit.ly/ltconf1b


Accessibility Issues
• Inconsistent or non-existent use of styles
• Inaccessible graph – colours used to convey information (and no 

alternative text describing the contents of the graph)
• Numbered list incorrectly formatted (should be bulleted list)
• Hyperlinks are not descriptive
• Spaces used to format text; tabs should be used
• Images have no alt text
• Floating textboxes are bad form
• Nasty highlighted red-on-green text
• Fully justified paragraph text



Key messages
1. Alt text
2. Meaningful Hyperlinks
3. Don’t use colours on their 

own
4. Use standard tools for 

layout (tables, bullets)
5. Styles help everyone...



PDFs and PowerPoints



Sensus Access
https://internal.ncl.ac.uk/ask/make-it-accessible-sensusaccess



Sensus Access
https://internal.ncl.ac.uk/ask/mak
e-it-accessible-sensusaccess



Activity 3 – Explore other resources

Immersive Reader

Part of WordOnline
• Try it with a test doc 

http://bit.ly/ltconf2
[If asked to sign in use your 
nID@newcastle.ac.uk ]

SensusAccess
https://internal.ncl.ac.uk/ask/
make-it-accessible-sensusaccess
Try it with an image pdf 
http://bit.ly/ltconf3

http://bit.ly/ltconf2
mailto:nID@newcastle.ac.uk
http://bit.ly/ltconf3


Observations

• If you do not know how accessible your resource is, it probably isn't

• It is not the same for everyone

• In order to treat people fairly, you may need to treat them 
differently



Resources
• Immersive Reader
• SensusAccess
• Word Accessibility Checker
• A4 help sheets
• Library Reading Lists (Scanning Service)
• Accessibility and Inclusion Best Practice Guide

http://bit.ly/ltconfguide
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