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A (Brief) History of 
Research Software 
Engineering
Mark Turner
Head of Research Software Engineering
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Open Culture


Open Processes


Open Source


What is a Research Software Engineer?

Software
Engineer Researcher

RSE



Self Taught Domain Knowledge

Bad Incentives

Code does not help 
researchers get 
promoted.

Narrow Focus
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RSEs Have Always Existed
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Collaborations 
Workshop



6

First RSECon 
in Manchester

26 14100+



2016-2018
The Wilderness Years

Auckland, NZ
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2019-2022 The Early Years 

§

§
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RSECon22
Newcastle

The First Post-COVID 
RSE Conference

Influential internally 
and externally



220
Attendees


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Specialist Roles



Operations



Senior Technical



2023-2025 
Growing Up
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Research Computing

Software 
Engineering



Data
Science

Data
Stewardship

Systems 
Infrastructure



Cloud
& HPC

Compute 
Procurement

 



Curiosity & adaptability

Talk to me or visit society-rse.org

Everything! Arts to Zoology

Maybe….
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Questions & Answers


