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Course content
Core modules
Advanced Interdisciplinary Critical Skills 
This year-long module provides the research skills core for the Gender Without 
Borders MA. It will introduce students to a range of research methods from the 
interdisciplinary range of the MA, drawing attention to the research practices 
of different subject disciplines, and asking students to critically reflect upon 
their own critical practice, paying particular attention to the ways in which 
researchers employ interdisciplinary methods in their work. 

Students will be introduced to a range of different critical approaches to 
the study of gender and related intersectional concerns, through interactive 
seminars led by specialists in different subject disciplines. They will follow 
a tailored programme of research training activity directed towards their 
dissertation focus, culminating in the presentation of their research proposals. 
Students will also have the opportunity to undertake an optional work 
placement, and all students will be asked to reflect either on this activity or 
– consciously addressing the conceptual framing of the module – alternative 
definitions of ‘work’.

Interrogating Intersectional Differences: Gender, Race, Sexuality, Class  
Gender will be considered in the context of other socially salient categories. 
The emphasis is upon questioning the boundaries or borders of gender and 
interrogating diverse perspectives with regard to how to conceptualise gender, 
including intersectional approaches. The module will be taught from a variety 
of disciplinary perspectives. Principal among these are English, Sociology and 
Philosophy, although contributors from other disciplines will also be involved.  

Four broad themes organise the course:
•  bodies (including postcolonialism and transgender, desire and religion, 

racialised conceptions of gendering, ablebodiedness)
•  domesticity and work (exploring labour in the context of a globalised system 

of capitalism that is gendered and raced)
•  violence and war (how women are exposed to bodily danger in sex work in 

international contexts, and how gender is affected by and affects the reporting 
of war in conflict zones)

•  representation (how race is bound up with gender and sexuality in images 
and art).

Current research 
The following research groups and centres organise seminars and talks that 
will be of interest to students on this course:
• Cultural Histories at Kingston
• Centre for Research in Modern European Philosophy
• London Graduate School
• Kingston Writing School.

Option modules
The Gender without Borders MA offers a variety of optional modules throughout 
the degree, and includes topics like: 
• Diffractive Creativities, Transversal Practices
• Gender and Sexuality
• Gender and Sexuality in Contemporary Cinema
• Gender, Race and Class
• Philosophy and Psychoanalysis
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About the course
Course overview
The Gender without Borders MA is an interdisciplinary masters, taught across 
three core subjects, English, philosophy and sociology.  It allows you to take 
options in other disciplines, according to your interests, exploring gender as 
it intersects with race, class, sexuality, ethnicity, religion and disability. The 
course is taught by a team of experts in a seminar style that is student led.
This course considers gender across disciplinary borders in a self-consciously 
transdisciplinary way, interrogating assumptions of both the humanities and 
social sciences. Its focus is not exclusively on women, but it conceives of 
gender in a fluid way, across the borders of the traditional divide between 
genders, by taking transgender seriously. It also incorporates transnational 
perspectives, reflecting upon the invisible whiteness that is normatively 
stipulated by discourses that present themselves as neutral with regard to 
race, while in fact privileging Eurocentric and post-colonial biases..

Course features
•  Reflects the research strengths of internationally recognised Kingston 

University faculty
• Fuses theory and practice
•  Incorporates the Humanities (English and Philosophy) as well as the Social 

Sciences (Sociology) in a self-consciously reflective, transdisciplinary way
•  Focuses on gender in its contextual relations to race, sexuality, class 

and other differences, with a particular emphasis on transnational and 
transgender contexts.

What you will study
The course is designed to allow you to reflect critically upon a range of 
intersecting differences, race, gender, class, sexuality, and disability in such 
a way as to resist the scripts of white, heteronormative, ableist privilege that 
tend to invisibly structure discourse unless a concerted effort is made not to 
allow default social scripts to circulate unchallenged.

The central and organising question of the two core modules is how different 
sites of privilege, discrimination and marginalisation intersect with one another, 
and whether and how the discourse of intersectionality adequately theorises 
the way in which divergent aspects of identity relate to one another. You will 
engage with texts and debates in a rigorous, critical and transdisciplinary 
manner, interrogating the relation between theory and practice in creative 
ways. You will develop the skills necessary to be able to conduct sustained, 
independent and original research. You will also have the opportunity to 
pursue you own disciplinary interests by pursuing optional modules in a range 
of disciplines.
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Location
Located beside the River Thames, Kingston University is within the 
London travel-pass zone. Easily accessible from surrounding areas such 
as Surrey and Middlesex, its local train stations (Kingston; Surbiton) are 
also only 25 minutes from London Waterloo.
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Entry requirements
•   BA or BSc: At least an upper second-class honours degree will be required.
•   Exceptionally, an equivalent will be considered on an individual basis; for 

example, relevant experience in the workforce, supplemented by a written 
sample analysing and justifying why the candidate should be accepted.

•   All candidates will be interviewed either in person or by Skype/phone.
•   You must also submit a 1,000-word sample of writing and a personal 

statement (1,000 words) plus references.
•   All non-UK applicants must meet our English language requirement, which 

is Academic IELTS of 6.5 overall, with no element below 5.5.

Duration
One year full time or two years part time

Attendance/delivery
The core modules will be scheduled in the evening to facilitate those working 
in the day.

Option modules will be timetabled on various days and times. You should 
choose options to suit your schedule.

Assessment
Coursework and dissertation

Further information
Contact details
Please contact the Faculty’s Admissions Office with any further queries.

Admissions Office (Postgraduate Courses)
Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences
Kingston University
Penrhyn Road
Kingston upon Thames
Surrey KT1 2EE

T: +44 (0)20 8417 2361/2378
F: +44 (0)20 8417 2292
E: fasspostgrad-info@kingston.ac.uk 
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